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Fighting injustice is at the center of TRLA’s work. We fight to safeguard our clients’ 
basic human rights against systemic inequities and violence. We work alongside 
our clients through a system that is often used to harm the most vulnerable among 
us. For decades, we’ve sustained a presence in many areas of Texas where we are 
still the only resource to those who cannot afford to pay for legal representation.   

In 2021, we navigated a rapidly shifting landscape spurred by the pandemic to 
revamp how we deliver legal services. In our 52 years of existence, we continue to 
expand and adapt to the evolving needs of our growing and changing client base 
covering South, Central, West Texas, and the Coastal Bend region. As cities grow 
and diversify, so has our clients’ legal problems. But no matter what comes their 
way, our clients advance with strength and courage. We aim to be as committed as 
our communities are resilient. 

JUSTICE REPORT 2021

DEFEND THE MOST VULNERABLE
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Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Office in 331A N. Washington St. Beeville, TX

JUSTICE
BEGINS
HERE
“Every day at TRLA, we 
meet the most vulnerable 
among us, listen to their 
struggles, and try our best to 
help them obtain justice.”

Robert Doggett, Executive Director of TRLA



In this year’s Justice Report we’ve got stories and statistics, 
charts, and graphs. It’s what annual reports are supposed to 
include. It’s pretty impressive, but I’m biased.

The one thing this report does not talk about is what happened to 
all the people whom we didn’t help. All the people that we could 
have saved from eviction, family violence, deportation, and the 
unemployment line. All the people that we helped with charges 
by the state, but didn’t help solve the underlying problem that got 
them there in the first place.

We have a website, brochures, and signage promoting our 
number and listing all the things we can help people with, but 
with our limited resources, we just can’t help everyone who 
comes to us. 

Sure, the stats, charts, and graphs explain what TRLA, the 
second largest legal aid organization in the US, has done with 
its substantial resources. We do a lot with 500-person staff every 
day to move the needle towards justice for some, but it is just 
hard to brag too loudly when there is so much left undone. 

I mention all this to emphasize your support is extremely import-
ant in pushing that needle towards justice even further. 

Someone who has jumped in to help us is our new Deputy 
Director Nicole Rivera Maesse. She has a vision of what TRLA 
can and should be. If you send her an email (NMaesse@trla.
org) welcoming her as our new Deputy Director, I’ll donate $1 to 
TRLA in your name.

Thanks for your support.

In reflecting on the path that led me to becoming a public 
interest attorney, I go back to my childhood memories of my late 
grandfather. Sitting at his kitchen table, enjoying coffee and his 
favorite pan dulce, I spent countless hours listening to him share 
his war stories of struggles growing up in Segundo Barrio of El 
Paso, Texas. He was a fighter born from the challenges of pov-
erty in the neighborhood he grew up in. He later spent his life 
dedicated to activism and philanthropy through his participation 
in organizations like LULAC, and helping create the GI forum of 
White Sands, which fought for equal treatment and opportunities 
for Mexicans employed as federal civil servants. 

It brings me great joy to know that I am part of an organization 
that embodies all the principles my grandfather dedicated his 
life to. I found a place where I can continue in his footsteps in 
La Lucha. It’s an honor to serve and support our amazing staff 
as they heroically support and defend our clients against a 
system designed to perpetuate the dehumanization of our most 
marginalized. 

Our success and ability to expand our reach to Texas’ most 
vulnerable is dependent on dedicated assistance from people 
like you. It is not enough to simply address the specific legal 
problems of our clients. We aim to combat the social and 
economic problems that prohibit our clients from living stable 
and meaningful lives. 

Our grant funding for direct legal services alone cannot achieve 
this. Looking towards 2023, your financial support helps us build 
a better future and make client-centered, community-oriented 
services a reality. Thank you for being with us in this fight.

Executive Director Robert Doggett (Left), Deputy Director Nicole Rivera Maesse (Right)
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MESSAGES FROM LEADERSHIP



CITIES IN TEXAS WITH 
TEXAS RIOGRANDE 
LEGAL AID OFFICES

Key

El Paso

Alpine

Del Rio

San Antonio

Austin

Floresville

Beeville
Victoria

Sinton

Corpus Christi

Eagle Pass

Uvalde

Rio Grande City

Mercedes

Brownsville

Harlingen

Laredo

Weslaco

Edinburg

City with TRLA Office(s)

TRLA Service Area



TRLA has 20 offices serving the 68 counties in our service area, 
providing civil legal aid to low-income people. This includes but 
isn’t limited to family law, public benefits, employment, housing, 
disaster assistance, and civil rights. 

In 2021, TRLA’s Public Defender Division provided legal 
representation in criminal cases for indigent people in 14 counties: 
Bee, Live Oak, Lavaca, McMullen, Goliad, Refugio, Starr, Duval, 
Jim Hogg, Willacy, Atascosa, Karnes, Frio, and Wilson counties.

SERVING 68 COUNTIES ACROSS
WEST, CENTRAL, SOUTH TEXAS, AND 
THE COASTAL BEND REGION

7K+

4K+

307

attendees at in-person presentations

family law intakes

private attorney cases

OUTREACH & REPRESENTATION

In a recent survey conducted by the Legal Services Corporation 
(LSC), low-income people in Southern states like Texas did not 
receive any or enough legal help for 92% of their civil legal 
problems in the past year.

When it comes to indigent criminal defense, the Texas Indigent 
Defense Commission found that more than half of misdemeanor 
cases in rural areas did not have counsel.



Total Revenue: $40,770,594
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BY THE NUMBERS



Total Expenses: $42,106,411
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45,439 clients & households served

$2.9M received in lump-sum settlements

$94.7K recovered in recurring monthly benefits

$174K obtained on behalf of survivors of violent crime



Residents of Mueller Flats demonstrate against their landlord

OUR 
FIGHT
“We are humans with rights and 
these conditions are inhabitable. 
We have no idea when [the 
landlords] will respond to us 
when we need help. They do 
not care about us and we need 
someone to care about our well-
being.”

An Austin Tenant



OUR FIGHT

Winter Storm Uri was devastating to a large 
swath of TRLA’s service area, with unprecedented 
cold weather, mass electricity outages, reduced 
transportation, and a lack of resources for many 
throughout Texas. Thousands were left with sig-
nificant damage to their homes for months after 
the storm occurred.

Low-income renters were es-
pecially vulnerable in Aus-
tin. Many people already 
struggled to pay rising 
rents amidst the pandemic. 
Prompted by the storm dam-
age, landlords spotted an 
opportunity to push out ten-
ants who had thus far been 
protected from eviction by 
the federal CARES Act.

BASTA (Building And 
Strengthening Tenant Ac-
tion), an Austin-based TRLA 
project which focuses on 
helping renters improve con-
ditions in their communities, 
sprung to action during the 
storm to provide water and 
other aid to apartment com-
plexes, but their relief efforts 
had just begun. After learn-
ing about BASTA from the 
aid distribution, residents at 
the Mueller Flats apartment 
complex formed a tenant’s 
association in response to 
unlivable conditions at their 
homes caused by the storm.

Following the storm, Mueller 
Flats owners filed the single 
largest eviction filing in Travis County since the 
pandemic began. After enduring weeks of wide-
spread damage and unsafe conditions in their 
homes that hadn’t been repaired by the landlords, 
almost 50 tenants were threatened with eviction. 
If tenants did not leave within the weeks’ notice, 
the landlord would remove their possessions. 

Many tenants’ apartments were barely livable 
due to the damage from the storm. Burst pipes 
ruined walls and carpets, causing mold to grow, 
and some had gone without hot water for weeks 
due to the infrastructure damage. After going 
more than a month without repairs, the landlords  
gave tenants only one week to move out and 
find a new place to live. In a city like Austin, 

where affordable, market-rate 
housing is increasingly rare, 
this simply added insult to 
injury for many tenants.

One tenant told a local Austin 
news station about the condi-
tions at the apartment com-
plex, speculating that apart-
ment management wanted all 
the old residents out so they 
could bring in new residents 
who they could raise rents on 
and receive more profit: “They 
[the landlords] said forget 
about us...kick ‘em out.”

BASTA staff, in coordination 
with TRLA attorneys, worked 
with tenants at the apartment 
complex to host meetings and 
explore possible action. When 
apartment management threat-
ened residents with lockouts, 
BASTA and the tenants created 
window signs for their units to 
inform management they had 
the right to a judicial process 
before their belongings could 
be legally removed.

The attorneys represented five 
of the tenants in the eviction 

proceedings. Attorneys were easily able to lay 
out to the Justice of the Peace that the property 
had not given the required 30-day notice to va-
cate as required by the federal CARES Act. The 
court ruled in favor of all tenants (not just TRLA’s 
clients) who had eviction filings against them and 
the eviction filings were dismissed with prejudice.

Devastating damage that went unrepaired by 
Mueller Flats landlords after Winter Storm Uri

SUPPORTING TENANTS THROUGH 
WINTER STORM URI

TRLA IN THE HOUSING STRUGGLE

381 10K+
9

hours spent on eviction preventionfamilies saved from eviction



OUR FIGHT

A MOTHER AIDS HER SICK TODDLER, 
BUT FINDS HERSELF AT RISK OF DEPORTATION
When Gisela’s two-year-old son, a U.S. 
citizen, was hospitalized in McAllen, doctors 
recommended a transfer to San Antonio. 
The hospital reached out to Customs and 
Border Patrol (CBP) in hopes that Gisela, who 
was undocumented, could accompany her 
son. Although she was allowed to cross the 
checkpoint, CBP followed the ambulance from the 
Rio Grande Valley to San Antonio, interrogated 
and fingerprinted Gisela at the hospital, and 
discouraged her from seeking an attorney.  

She was scheduled for an Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement check-in a week later, 
where she feared deportation. Fortunately, a 
doctor spoke out and connected Gisela with TRLA. 
Our attorneys’ determined Gisela was eligible 
for a T-Visa as a survivor of human trafficking.  

With the clock ticking, they filed Gisela’s T-Visa 
application in a week. An attorney accompanied 
Gisela to the check-in with proof of filing and 
letters of support from service providers and 
medical professionals.

Gisela was allowed to remain in the U.S. while 
her application was pending.  

After advocacy by the client and TRLA, the local 
police signed a certification in support of Gisela’s 
visa and re-opened an investigation into her 
trafficking. In April, Gisela’s T-Visa was granted. 
It allowed her to remain with her two U.S. citizen 
children, apply for a T-Visa for her spouse, and 
reunite with her daughter, who was in Honduras.  

When Gisela received her visa documents, she 
told her attorney: 

“I don’t have words to describe what 
I felt. I will never be able to repay 
you for all you have done for me 
and my family...Just thinking about 
seeing my daughter again...I can’t 
think about anything else. The world 
needs more people like you and 
everyone who helped with my case 
and who help so many others who 
live in the shadows, in uncertainty 
and frightened, just trying to survive. 
Mil gracias.”

6,524 112

ADVOCATING FOR SURVIVORS

Gisela and her two-year-old son (Courtesy of the family)
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OUR FIGHT

A MOTHER AIDS HER SICK TODDLER, 
BUT FINDS HERSELF AT RISK OF DEPORTATION

TRLA STANDS WITH WORKERS

In 2021, the pandemic continued to exacerbate 
existing inequalities in the workplace, and health 
and safety risks mounted. Nationwide, the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA), received more than 4,600 whistleblower 
complaints in fiscal year 2021, more than 
double the average number of complaints made 
over the past five years. More than half of these 
complaints were related to COVID-19. 

In states like Texas with weaker worker 
protections compared to many other states 
around the country, the enforcement of federal 
workplace protections, including those against 
retaliation, is key to working towards basic 
justice and dignity in the workplace.

In 2020, three factory workers in the San 
Antonio area were fired after reporting their 
COVID-related health and safety concerns to 
multiple government agencies. Shortly after 
the workers contacted TRLA for help, TRLA 
attorneys filed complaints with OSHA and the 
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) alleging 
unlawful retaliation in violation of the OSH Act 

and unfair labor practices under the National 
Labor Relations Act. The NLRB issued a merit 
complaint and set the case for trial in 2021. 

After more than a year of aggressive defense, 
the employer agreed to a make-whole settlement 
on the eve of trial, including compensation for 
backpay, interest, lost benefits, excess tax liability, 
and substantial non-wage compensatory damages. 

The backpay portion of the settlement 
compensated the workers for more than a year 
and a half of pay, including significant overtime. 
In addition, the employer was required to post 
a notice in its employee breakroom about the 
settlement and the right to organize under 
the National Labor Relations Act, amplifying 
the impact of the case on other workers. The 
settlement also obligated the employer to remove 
all references to the clients’ unlawful terminations 
fromits files. TRLA’s clients were very happy that 
their employer was held accountable and that 
they were finally made whole.  

TRLA is one of the few legal aid organizations in the country that have attorneys dedicated 
to practicing Employment Law to assist low-income people. TRLA’s Labor & Employment 
Group represents workers fired for exercising their rights at work and files claims for 
unpaid minimum and overtime wages, unlawful discrimination and harassment, workers’ 
compensation, unemployment insurance appeals, human trafficking cases, and other 
claims under federal and state law.

PROTECTING AGAINST RETALIATION 
IN THE WORKPLACE

$1.1M $406K

$71.6K
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recovered for low-wage workers in employment judgements

in unemployment compensation



OUR FIGHT

David is a 16-year-old boy who has lived most of 
his young life in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico with his 
mother and younger siblings. At a very young 
age, he learned to drive a car so that he could 
get his mother to the hospital whenever she had 
one of her frequent seizures. His mother has 
diabetes and several other illnesses that require 
recurring visits to the hospital. She used to clean 
houses and take on other manual labor jobs but 
could no longer take on this work after falling ill.

Although he really enjoyed school and has a 
passion for learning, David was forced to drop 
out of school because his family could no longer 
afford the bus fare to attend the only school 
in his area on the other side of town. Instead, 
David got a job working at a nearby grocery 
store in the fruit and vegetable section. David 
continued to watch his mother suffer financially 
and felt a sense of responsibility to figure out a 
way to contribute to the well-being of his family.

Prior to March of 2021, David had never been 
involved with the justice system in Mexico or the 
US. He had no violent history or any record of 
being a problem in school. David deeply loves 
his family and wanted nothing more than to 
make his mother proud and do anything within 
his power to get her the medical services she 
needs to continue to be alive and in his life.

This is how David fell victim to being preyed 
upon by adults both in Mexico and the United 
States and got involved with transporting drugs 
and individuals from Mexico to the US.

McMullen County believed David deserved to 
spend the next two years institutionalized in the 
Texas Juvenile Justice Department. The Juvenile 
probation department and the prosecutors all felt 
that probation was not an option because there 
would be no way for him to be supervised in 
Mexico, and therefore, prison was his only option. 

Specifically, County officials wanted to “send 
a message that human smuggling will not be 
tolerated ‘round here.” David remained in 
custody in Texas for four months pending the 
disposition of his case. He was locked away in a 
foreign country, unable to see his mother and his 
siblings in a facility where most people did not 
speak his language. David spent his sixteenth 
birthday in custody and was unable to celebrate 
with his family.

David was represented through TRLA’s Beeville 
County Regional Public Defender. TRLA has 
overseen public defense in this region since 
2009. This program is one of four regional public 
defender offices TRLA operated in 2021, all in rural 
areas of Texas from Coastal Bend to South Texas. 

Through relentless defense, after two victorious 
suppression hearings, and three days of jury trial, 
the Judge placed David on probation, allowing 
him to return to Mexico to be with his family. 

PUBLIC DEFENDERS INTERVENE TO 
PROTECT MIGRANT YOUTH
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OUR FIGHT

DEFENDING THOSE IMPACTED BY 
OPERATION LONE STAR (OLS)

In a few short weeks in the middle of the summer 
in 2021, TRLA began representing clients 
charged with trespassing on undeveloped and 
unfenced riverbank in Val Verde and Kinney 
County by state officials under a program known 
as “Operation Lone Star” (OLS).

TRLA responded to a request from the Texas 
Indigent Defense Commission to represent these 
refugees and migrants because few local defense 
attorneys were willing to take the cases.

These clients are charged with trespassing, mostly 
for walking on unfenced land adjoining the Rio 
Grande. Most of the defendants arrested qualify 
for asylum under federal and international law, 
and therefore have the right to enter the country to 
make an asylum request, even outside a standard 
port of entry. By arresting and detaining people, 
state law enforcement directly interrupts the due 
process our clients are entitled to under the law.

In 2021, we represented almost half of the 
people arrested under OLS. What began in just 

two counties in Texas has now spread across 
several other counties in our service area, with 
the number of arrests increasing daily.

While TRLA is uniquely situated to assist these 
clients, their cases require far more time 
to investigate and prepare than a routine 
misdemeanor. Our efforts have been worth it as 
many of the trespass charges have been dismissed 
by prosecutors based on the asylum defense.

However, once our clients are released from 
prison -- either because of a plea, bail, or dropped 
charges -- federal immigration officials take it from 
there. And that landscape is just as complex.

There is no end in sight for Operation Lone 
Star as it spreads across our service area. TRLA 
remains on the front lines, committed to providing 
zealous representation to this growing population 
of clients.

$19,038

15,017750+

570+ 

writs of habeas corpus filed to validate 
the reason for detaining OLS clients

OLS clients released 
from detainment

raised to bond out OLS clients 
for the holidays

As thousands of migrants continue to be arrested and jailed along the 
border, TRLA fights for those caught in an unjust process

OLS clients served



Visit Us

Share 
Your Time

Become a 
Petitioner of Justice

Become a 
Corporate Partner

Follow us on 
Social Media

Stop by one of our 20 offices or introduce yourself 
at a community event.

If you’re an attorney or other professional interested in 
providing pro bono services, we need your assistance! More 
than 2.6 million residents of Southwest and Central Texas 
are considered eligible for TRLA services, a ratio of almost 
21,000 potential clients per legal aid lawyer.

More info: www.trla.org/probono

Consider making your donation recurring to become a 
petitioner of justice – recurring gifts are an essential part of 
keeping our mission afloat.

We will work with you to find the best opportunity for your 
group, whether it’s to sponsor our annual Evening of Gratitude, 
to become a matching partner during a local day of giving, or 
to set up an annual transformational gift.

We are on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Instagram. You’ll be the 
first to see updates about all the fantastic things happening.
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FIND YOUR PLACE

Alex Abdun-Nabi 
Amanda Agler 
Jacklyn Aguilar 
Mark Allen 
Hannah Allison 
Margo Allison 
Daniel Altschuler 
Nicole Ammann 
Carol Andersen 
Robert Appleton 
Daniel Armendariz* 
Chauncey Arnold 
Eleanor Arnold 
Holly Attick 
Kati Austgen 
Carolyn Austin 
Awais Azhar 
Dana Azurin 
Stephanie Baker 
Julie Balovich 
Hannah Banks 
Lisa Schumacher Barkley 
Maria Barlow 
Elizabeth K. Barnes 
Cynthia Bast 
Hannah Bauman 
Alice Bell 
Lydia M. Belzer 
Chris Bennett 
Clyde Bennett 

James Bennie* 
James Bethke 
Eric Biel 
Karen Bill 
Bingham & Lea PC 
Ben Bingham 
Kris Bird 
Anastacia Bloch 
Hallie Boas 
J F Bosanquet-Rossen 
Catherine Boyd 
Dan Brooks 
Caitlin Brown 
Michael Bullock 
Tanya Burke 
Mary Beth Busutil 
Maria Maranesi Butler 
Stephen J. Callahan 
Rafael Carrasco Jr. 
Amelia Casas 
Christina Chan 
Justin R. Chapa 
Laura Chase 
Jeanne Chastain 
Horacio Chavez* 
Sarah Chen 
Gabrielle Chila 
William G. Christian 
Jonah Cipolla 
CityBridge Foundation 

Anne Clark 
Raymonda Clymer 
David Coles 
Emily Collins 
Michael Conti 
Sara Coplai 
Richard Cox 
Barbara Cramer* 
Mitchell Crooks 
Micah Culpepper* 
Malcolm Curtis 
Andrea Dalhouse 
Richard C. Danysh 
Caroline Darmody 
Neesha Davé 
Janice Day 
Eunice DeLeon 
Sarah Dingivan 
Dianna Dodson 
William Dodson 
Lisa Ann Doggett 
Robert Doggett 
Laura Dooley 
Joseph Dubin* 
William Dunn 
Tina Duran 
Daniela Dwyer 
Sara Dysart 
Haden Edmonds 
Callie Eichner 

Robert Elder 
Sophie Elsner 
Mark Epstein 
Mickey Escoto 
Javier Espinoza 
Marita Etcubanez 
Rachel Fagan 
Ruth Fagan 
Julie Falconer 
Parisa Fatehi 
Rebecca Feronti 
Jane Field 
Thomas Finucane* 
M. W. Fitch 
Dolores Flores 
Samantha Ford* 
Bliss Foster 
Jason & Jocelyn Fowler 
Warren Franz 
David Frederick 
Amy Freer 
Deborah Freer 
Matthew Freer 
Philip C. Friday Jr. 
LeeAnn Friedman 
Emma Fullinwider 
Shannon Gaggero 
Charlie Galindo 
Gallogly Family 
Foundation 

Cay Garcia 
Kelly Garcia 
Ausannette Garcia-
Goyette 
José Garza 
Micaela Garza 
Rachel Garza 
Charles Geerhart 
Lora Ann Gerson 
Stephanie Gharakhanian 
Craig & Alyssa Gilden 
Marisa Secco Giles 
Carlie Gili 
Raman Gill 
Heather Gluck* 
Libbey Goldberg 
Sobeyda Gomez-Chou 
Julio Gonzalez 
Linda Gonzalez 
Vanessa A. Gonzalez 
Michelle Graham-James 
Julie Graves 
Arlene Groch 
Ragini Gupta 
Nigel Gusdorf 
Patrik Gustafsson 
People First Future PAC 
Kimberly Hallatt 
Robert Hallenbeck 
Nancy Hansen 

Some of Our Leading Supporters

continued on next page

*Petitioner of Justice 

Photo: Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Office in 123 N. 6th Street Alpine, TX
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FIND YOUR PLACE

Leading Supporters Cont’d
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Kelly Haragan 
Dina Hardwick 
Lizza Harrison 
Dan Heath* 
Sarah L. Heather 
Melissa Henderson 
Martha Henry* 
Jane Hensley 
Carrie Hernandez 
Susan Herrera 
Myron Hess 
Barbara Hill* 
Mary Hoane* 
Girard Hoffpauir 
Natalie Holste 
Jessica Hood 
Lu Ann Howell 
Carmen Irene Huerta-
Perez* 
Gordon Hunter 
Matt Huser 
Leslie Hyman 
Suzanne Whatley & 
Jackie Gilbert 
Bill Jackson 
Kenneth Jackson 
Arleta James 
Jamaal James* 
Gevais Jefferson 
Lamont Jefferson 
Rally Jinx* 
Jami John 
Eric E. Johnson 
Madeleine Johnson 
Alonzo Jones 
Sharon Joyce 
Byron Kahr 
Anil Kalhan 
Jocelyn Kanoff 
Glenn Kasabian 
Tiffany Katanyoutanant 
Tami Keeling 
Brendan Kennedy 
Erin Kessler 
Adriane Kimmel 
Mary-Ellen King 
Alexandra Kohnert-Yount 
Thomas Koren* 
Gerald Krieger 
Stefan Krieger 
Linda Kring 
Margaret Kubat 

Charlie Kupperman* 
Jared Lackman 
Zenobia Lai 
Lisa Landry 
Rose Marie Lanier 
Brian Laub 
Evelyne Leake 
John Leggett 
Laura Lein 
Elizabeth Leiserson 
Anne Lessy 
Daniel Levine 
Sylvie Levine 
Carrin Lewis 
Robert Lewis* 
Marcia Liotard 
Julie Long 
Brian Lovich 
Cullen Macbeth 
Jacqueline Macias 
Chris Mack 
Drew Mackintosh 
Greg Maher 
Molly Malone 
Debra Marcus 
Michael Markman 
Ben Martin 
David Martin 
Keith Martin 
Marge Martin 
Zachary Martin 
Joel Martinez 
Alexandra Masters-
Goessling 
Elizabeth McCracken 
John McGlothlin 
Greg McNew 
Stacey McQueary 
Christopher McRorie 
David T. McTaggart 
Yolanda Medina 
Margaret Mendez 
Kelli Midgley 
Deborah Miller 
Ricky Miller 
Minton, Bassett, Flores & 
Carsey, P.C. 
Nik Mittal 
Talia Mizikovsky 
Lynnelle Loke Moore 
Laura Moorman 
Dayana Morales Gomez 

Maria Moreno 
Katy Morsony 
Kirsten Moy 
Elizabeth Mueller 
Leslie Murphey 
Charles Murray 
Lamisa Mustafa 
Karen M. Neeley 
Anh-Thu Nguyen 
Katelin Norris 
Kylie Norris 
Nathaniel C. Norton 
Irlene Obanion 
Kristen O’Brien 
Dianne Odegard 
Viola Ojeda 
Priscilla Olivarez 
Steve Ormsby 
Becca Orton 
José Ozuna 
Margarita Padilla 
Desiree Palmer 
Jaclyn Pampel 
Louis Pandula 
Samantha Panger 
Catherine Parsley 
Susan Pastin 
Kristine Patrick 
Rich Peavey 
Fee Pelz-Sharpe 
People First Future PAC 
Jared Philip 
Susana Pimientp 
Stacey Pogue 
Tara Pohlmeyer 
James Poley 
Cindy Polinard 
Pablo Portillo 
James Powell 
Jenny Preece 
Susan Pritzker 
Cheryl Pullen 
Robin Ragan 
Melanie Rak 
Lakshmi Ramakrishnan 
Gail & Marc Raney 
Edward Rashba 
Narisa Rattananinad 
Marianne Reat 
Vikrant Reddy 
Roger Reed 
Nathaniel Reid 

Brianna Rennix 
Julia Reza* 
Jennifer Richards 
Mary Alice Richardson 
Shaun Ricks 
Rand Riklin 
Doris Rips 
Joy Robison 
Larissa Rodionov 
Diana Rodriguez 
Natalie Rodriguez 
Scott Roellig* 
Emily Rogers 
Sabine Romero 
Lilia Rosas 
Janet Rosenwasser 
Jessica S. Henry 
Lissa Saadi 
Shahram Samie 
Hannah Samson 
Liz Samuels 
San Antonio Estate 
Planners Council 
Gina Sanchez 
Sara Saylor 
Hannah Schaeffer 
Barbie Scharf-Zeldes 
Abby Scher 
Hillary L. Schrenell* 
Todd Schulkin 
Carolyn Schwarz 
Rebecca C. Scoggin 
Bernadette Segura 
Basil Shadfan 
Daniel Sharfstein*
Elizabeth Sims 
Patrick Slevin 
Janet Slovak 
Rebecca Smith 
Selena N. Solis 
James (Kimo) Richard 
Soper 
Devon Spencer 
Tom Spiggle 
Lynnze Sprowls 
Jaya Srivastava 
Sarah Starnes 
Douglas Stevick* 
Mary Stich 
Pamela Styler 
David Sullivan 
Maury Sullivan 

Nancy Sullivan 
Samuel Summerlin 
Zachary Suri 
Evan Swingholm 
Bill B. Tallent 
Jessica Taylor 
Lisa Taylor 
Margy Taylor 
Paula Taylor 
John Teti 
Brian Thomas 
Thomas Thoren 
Emily Timm 
Cindy Tisdale 
Ashu Tiwary 
TRLA Board 
Stephanie Trinh 
Lisa Tsai 
Edward John Tuddenham 
Jonathan Turner 
Kathleen Tyler 
Jonathan Vallejo 
Ben F. Vaughan III 
Nancy Wagner 
Ronald Walker 
John Wall 
Liz Wally 
Louise Wasson 
James Waters 
Heather K. Way 
Carol Ann Webb 
Emily Weiskopf 
Julie Weiswasser 
Thomas Whatley 
Sandra White 
Jennifer Whitten 
Jason Wiener 
Abby Wilkerson* 
Kate Willson 
H. Leabah Winter 
Margaret Wittenmyer* 
Kimberly Wolf 
Betty Wright 
Michael Wyatt 
Courtney Wyrtzen 
Virawan Yawapongsiri 
Gary Yevelev* 
Annie Youchah 
Erin Zehr 



FIND YOUR PLACE

HERE’S YOUR OPPORTUNITY 
TO SUPPORT OUR WORK

Please consider making a donation to Texas RioGrande Legal Aid today.

Hardships and loss will continue to impact our vulnerable client communities 
the hardest. We don’t know what the future holds, but what we do know is 
that the number of clients that TRLA supports will continue to grow.

Your donation secures justice for hard-working minimum-wage earners, 
survivors of domestic violence, children with disabilities, abused seniors, 
homeless Texans, veterans not receiving their benefits, and victims in crisis 
- who would otherwise never be able to afford legal assistance.

www.trla.org/donate



Jose Ozuna
Hidalgo County Bar Association 

Judge Gloria M. Rincones
Cameron County Bar Association 

Judge Selena Solis
El Paso Bar Association 

Joseph A. Connors, III
State Bar of Texas 

Elsa Laura de Alejandro
Mercedes Clients Council Hidalgo County 

Christina Perez
Laredo/Webb County Bar Association 

Cindy Polinard
State Bar of Texas 

Judge Ron Rangel
379th Criminal District Court - San Antonio Bar 
Association  

Roger Reed
Hidalgo County Bar Association 

Diana Torres
El Centro Del Barrio 

Michael Wyatt
El Paso Bar Association 

W. Lee Keeling
State Bar of Texas 

Carlos Blanco
Laredo Clients’ Council Webb County 

Diana Abrego
Del Rio/Eagle Pass Clients’ Council 

Ofelia Zapata
Advocates for Social Justice Reform 

Ramona Casas
Edinburg Clients Council Hidalgo County 

Jeanne Chastain
Corpus Christi Bar Association 

Victoria Guerra
Mexican-American Legal Defense & Education Fund 

Marta Pelaez
Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc. 

Rafael Carrasco, Jr.
Project BRAVO, Inc, El Paso County 

Emma Alaniz
La Union del Pueblo Entero (LUPE) 

Mary-Ellen King
Austin Bar Association

Leonor Cortez, President
Nueces County Community Action Agency 

Javier Espinoza, Vice-President
San Antonio Bar Association 

Lisa Taylor, Treasurer
Cameron County Bar Association

2021 Board President, Hon. Selena Solis (left), 2022 Board President, Leonor Cortez (right)
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W. Lee Keeling
State Bar of Texas 

Carlos Blanco
Laredo Clients’ Council Webb County 

Diana Abrego
Del Rio/Eagle Pass Clients’ Council 

Ofelia Zapata
Advocates for Social Justice Reform 

Ramona Casas
Edinburg Clients Council Hidalgo County 

Jeanne Chastain
Corpus Christi Bar Association 

Victoria Guerra
Mexican-American Legal Defense & Education Fund 

Marta Pelaez
Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc. 

Rafael Carrasco, Jr.
Project BRAVO, Inc, El Paso County 

Emma Alaniz
La Union del Pueblo Entero (LUPE) 

Mary-Ellen King
Austin Bar Association





SPONSORS

Texas RioGrande Legal Aid (TRLA) is a charitable organization as described in §501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code; EIN#: 74-1675230, registered in the state of Texas. Following the 
Internal Revenue Service guidelines, TRLA maintains discretion and sole control over the use of all 
donated funds.  

Therefore, donors explicitly release TRLA from any restrictions on how those funds are spent. 
Contributions are tax-deductible to the limit allowed by law if the donor itemizes. Donors who 
donate more than $25.00 in any given year will be mailed a statement for all their donations by 
February of the following year. If you have any questions regarding your gift (s) or you need a 
receipt or a statement of any of your contributions, please feel free to contact us here. 

TRLA may not expend any funds for any activity prohibited by the Legal Services Corporation 
Act, 42 U.S.C. §2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-134. Public Law 104-234 §504(d) requires 
that notice of these restrictions be given to all funding sources of programs funded by the Legal 
Service Corporation.  

For a copy of these laws or any further information or clarification, please contact the Executive 
Director, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, 301 S. Texas Ave., Mercedes, Texas 78570.




